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For im m ediate release 
 
HI V European Union SPREAD Com m it tee Selects the W eb Based Plat form  
HI V LogiCare from  ABL SA 
 
Luxem bourg,  0 2 / 0 2 / 0 4  - -  Advanced Biological Laboratories (ABL)  SA. today announced that  
SPREAD, an official European Comm ission supported program me for the st rategy to cont rol spread 
of HI V drug resistance (w w w .spread-europe.org) ,  has selected the HI V LogiCare software and 
plat form technology developed by ABL (w w w .ablnetw orks.org) .  
 
SPREAD partners are using the web based ABL LogiCare plat form  to provide real- t im e data 
collect ion and report ing of their  nat ional data, from  their local cent res through to their nat ional 
coordinator.  The data collect ion is link ing SPREAD partners with ABL’s proprietary  database,  pat ient  
care data ent ry  web forms and warehouse of HI V nucleot ide sequences,  which are hosted on a 
secured server. ABL is working closely with the CRP-Santé (Luxem bourg) , leader of the SPREAD 
database workgroup, for the host ing,  monitor ing and maintenance of the web server.  
 
“ I ’m  im pressed by the technology ABL developed, robust  and eff icient , having the pat ients as the 
cent ral focus point  of this plat form  technology”  stated Charles Boucher, the Spread Project  
coordinator.  “We are very pleased by the performance of LogiCare, as it  is used already in t he last  
12 m onths to support  successfully the enrolment  of 500 pat ients from 16 European count r ies in 
SPREAD. No failure was seen in this software since the beginning of the survey”  he added. 
 
Ronan Boulm é, Biomedical I nformat ion Unit  Manager for ABL, said that  the scope of t he 
collaborat ion agreem ent  with SPREAD is the first -step m ove in the data collect ion and cent ralized 
pat ient  care monitor ing sector in HI V/ AI DS. "Although the web form s and required f ields for 
SPREAD are unique,  the scient ific issues for the SPREAD program are representat ive.  You have to 
solve the problem s of link ing your system s with those of your partners for a specific study, as well 
as standardizing the core data set , linking analysis tools and opt im ising data informat ion delivery 
for involved teams, and that's what  ABL does,"  he said. 
 
 
SPREAD is an official European Commission supported program. Within SPREAD clinicians, virologists and 
epidem iologists from 18 European count r ies are working t ogether to develop a st rategy to cont rol t ransm ission 
of drug-resistant  HIV.  SPREAD will collect  data to reliably determine the incidence of t ransmission within the 
different  pat ient -groups and to ident ify r isk factors enhancing the risk of t ransmission. Viruses from 4000 newly 
diagnosed individuals will be collected between 2002 and 2005 and characterized on mutat ional and phenotypic 
level by a network of quality cont rolled nat ional reference laborator ies. An extension t o Eastern European 
count r ies is on t he way. 
 
Advanced Biological Laboratories (ABL, Luxembourg)  S.A. is developing new informat ion and computer ized data 
systems, electronic decision support  devices and clinical and virological databases. At  the same t ime ABL’s 
Luxembourg laborator ies are supplying Europe with advanced molecular diagnost ic services for  both hospit als 
and pharmaceut ical companies. 
 
HIV LogiCare is a web-based system that  enables healthcare providers to remotely connect  and monitor their 
pat ient  data from distr ibuted locat ions at  any t ime. Standardized data repor ts display clinical data, laboratory 
values, resistance and t reatments. Customized interpretat ion and t reatment  guidance t ools can be computed on 
demand and added to HIV Logicare. The HIV LogiCare system can also be installed locally on an intranet . Data 
can be easily exported t o any other  informat ion system for sharing data and avoiding repeated data entry. 


